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My BROTHER ENGLISHMEN, 


'HILST ſuch dangerous Books and 
Pamphlets as Mr. PAINE's and o- 
than have been diſperſed and read through- 

out the Kingdom, for the purpoſe of diſtur- 
bing its Peace-—I wiſh to lay before you 

a few Conſiderations, in order to enable you 

to judge for yourſelves, whether there is 
any real Cauſe for the diſſatisfaction which 

ſuch Writers are endeavouring to ſow in 
your Minds: that you may be able to refute 
and to ſpurn at ſuch falſe reaſonings as they 
offer you for the worſt of purpoſes. 
They addreſs you, in what they call the 
language of Patriotiſm ; and with that ſort 
of Sophiſtry, which blinds your Judgment, 
whilſt it aſſails your reaſon ; ſo that you are 
not aware of the Miſchief their Writings 
contain, nor of the Pporſon they are endea- 
vouring to ſpread. 
Allow yourſelves only time to conſider, 
that in this Kingdom, and at this moment, 
we are actually living under the beſt Con- 
ſtitution that ever was formed in any Coun- 


try——that we have_the wiſeſt and belt of 
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Laws—and that we have a moſt excellent 
and good King upon the Throne, who was 


born and educated amongſt us, and has 


| himſelf declared to us long ago, * that he 
glories 1 in the name of Briton.” 
Notwithſtanding this, theſe Writers have 


told you, that you are ſhamefully impoſed 


upon—that you are needleſsly burthened 
with Taxes— that your Parhaments are 
corrupt and venal—that your King is 


= ſtretching his Prerogative—and that you 


are becoming Slaves. 

Theſe Aſſertions you can yourſelves dil. 
prove, if you will only reflect on the fol- 
lowing Truths, of which, every Man may 


make himſelf a judge. 


In regard to Taxes, you know that no 
Nation can be ſupported without them; 
and that the principal part of the Taxes 
in England, are collected for the Support 
of our Army and our Navy; and for the 
payment of the Intereſt of the National 
Debt; which is diſtributed amongſt all 
W of People who have advanced their 
Money for the public Service, and who are 
by that very means enabled to pay their 
Tradeſmen, their Servants, and their La. 
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bourers; and without which, neither the 
one nor the other could poſſibly ſubſiſt. 
In England, we cannot be taxed at the 
pleaſure of a King, or a Miniſter, as the 
people in France were; but only by Atts 
of Parliament, framed by Repreſentatives, 
whom we ourſelves have cholen.— And in 
England, every Individual is obliged to 
pay his proportion ; the Nobleman as well 
as the Peaſant, Whereas, in France, the 
Taxes were levied on the inferior Ranks 
only, whilſt their Nobles were totally ex- 
cuſed - from whence you will clearly lee 
the difference between their Condition and 
ours; and how much reaſon they had, 
juſtly to complain. 
Exery Nation muſt neceſſarily be taxed 
according to the exigency of the Times. — 
In time of War, we ſhould readily contri- 
bute our ſeveral Shares, in order to main- 
tain the Honor and Dignity of the Nation; 
which have always been dear to every true 
Engliſhman : who conſiders, that hereby 
he not only ſupports the credit of his Coun- 
try, but at the ſame time eventually de- 
fends his own property. 
In time of Peace, we naturally hope that 
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our Taxes ſhould be lefſened—and we 
have accordingly ſeen that our great and 
able Miniſter has actually leſſened them the 
year paſt: and we are aſſured that he in- 
tended to have leſſened them ſtill more, the 
Year enſuing ; if the Machinations of theſe 
Incendiaries had not rendered it indiſpenſa- 

bly neceſſary to call out the Militia of the 
Kingdom, and to incur other conſiderable 
Expences, of which, we ſhall all feel the 
diſagreeable Conſequences ; and ſhall there- 
fore have cauſe to execrate the Proceedings 
of thoſe wicked Men, inſtead of trying to 
ſupport them. 

We all feel the excellency of our Con- 
ſtitution, and of our Laws, in the ſecurity 
they give to the Perſons and the Property 
of every Individual in the Kingdom. — In 
England, the poor Man has an equal right 
with the Rich, to call upon the Laws for 
Redreſs: and the Peer muſt ſuffer for his 
Crimes, as well as the Beggar. Neither of 
them can be condemned unheard; nor 
without a Jury of his Country- men — and 
our Laws have provided ſuch Relief for the 
Poor. of various kinds, as is not to be 
found in any other Country upon Earth. 
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Our Laws have moreover been framed 
with ſuch conſummate Wiſdom, that even 
the King cannot violate them with Impu- 
nity, any more than his Subjects. 

Under all theſe Advantages, our Trade 
and Manufactures flouriſh, beyond all for- 
mer Example—and we are at this moment, 

the moſt proſperous Kingdom in Europe, 
and the envy of all ſurrounding Nations. 
Can any wile or confiderate Man, then, 
be fo inattentive to his own Happineſs, as 
to wiſh for a Revolution! or ſo blind, as 
not to ſee the baſe. and wicked Arts, by 
which the Levellers and Republicans of the 
preſent day, are endeavouring to urge on 

our Country- men to their own Deſtruction. 
E xery Man of common Senſe, will per- 
ceive on the ſmalleſt Reflection, that theſe 
are the arts of DESPERATE MEN alone 
ho are trying by the moſt deceitful 
means, to impoſe upon the ignorant and 
unwary, in order to excite Anarchy and 
Confuſion in the Kingdom; that they may 
get the Government of it into their own 
hands, and triumph in its Ruin. — No ho- 
neſt Man would then be ſafe in his own 


Dwelling. —The ſame Murders, Confla- 
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grations, and Robberies, which have taken 
place in France, would be committed in 
England. — Our Fields would remain un- 
cultivated—And famine, poverty, and 
_ univerſal wretchedneſs muſt enſue. 
My Country-men will ſee from what 1 
have already mentioned, that the People 
in France had ſufficient cauſe to be diſſatis- 
fied under the Government of a Tyrant; 
and to wiſh to throw off the Yoke. Their 

King was a deſpotic Monarch—his Word 
was Law. He confined any Man in Priſon 
for the ſmalleſt Offence, or for no Offence, 
merely at his Pleaſure. The Nobles were 
all Tyrants—And the Miniſter laid upon 

the People whatever Taxes he thought 
proper; which were exacted by thoſe who 
farmed them, with the ſevereſt rigour : by 
which means, the inferior ranks were ſuffe- 
ring the utmoſt diſtreſs; whilſt the Nobles 
were revelling in the greateſt Extravagance 
and Luxury. Theſe facts have been wit- 
neſſed by every Man who has travelled in 
France, and have been the Subjects of 
their conſtant Declamation. 
Let us then my Country-men! rejoice, 
that we have no ſuch evils to complain of 
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in our  kipbies Land: which the French 
have for many many Years, been accuſto- 
med to diftinguiſh whenever they ſpoke of 
it, by this expreſſive Epithet, © * The 
bleſſed Country — And Bleed indeed we 
ought to think it, from the glorious Privi- 
leges which I have above enumerated; 
and to join with one Heart, in deteſting 
and expoling the Doctrines of thoſe DES- 
PERATE MEN; and reſolve, at the ha- 
zard of our Lives and Fortunes, to conti- 
nue to ourſelves, and to convey to our 


Foſterity, the NINE 1 e we now 
enjoy. 


„La terre benite. 
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